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SECRET AMMAN 4366 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, JO, US, IR 

SUBJECT: JORDANIAN REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL F-5B AIRCRAFT 
REF: TEHRAN 8161 

1 . WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR LOOKING INTO THE FEASIBILITY 
OF OFFERING TO JORDAN THE EIGHT MAP F-5B AIRCRAFT THAT 
MAY BECOME AVAILABLE IN IRAN LATER THIS YEAR. 

2. ROYAL JORDANIAN AIR FORCE (RJAF) CURRENTLY POSSESSES 
57 F-5A/E AIRCRAFT, BUT ONLY 4 F-5B TRAINER AIRCRAFT. 

RJAF IS ATTEMPTING O CONDUCT AN IN -COUNTRY PILOT 
TRAINING PROGRAM WITH THESE ASSESTS, BUT THE LACK OF 
TRAINER AIRCRAFT HAS SEVERLY LIMITED PILOT TRAINING. 

BY DECEMBER 77, RJAF WILL GAIN AN ADDITIONAL 12F-5E 
AIRCRAFT BUT ONLY 2 ADDITIONAL F-5B/F TRAINER AIRCRAFT. 

WE ESTIMATE BEST BALANCE WOULD BE PROVIDED BY A TOTAL 
OF 18 TRAINER AIRCRAFT IF PILOT TRAINING IS TO 

PROCEED AT A REASONALBE LEVEL. 

3. PROBLEM IS OUR OWN AGONIZING OVER ADDING ANY NON 
PROGRAMMED AIRCRAFT TO RJAF'S INVENTORY. WHAT WE 
WOULD PROPOSE TO GOJ IS THAT THEY FIND A CUSTOMER 
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THE PHASE-OUT IN EARLY CY77. WE ARE CONVINCED 
THAT FROM AN O AND STANDPOINT, AS WELL AS IMPROVED 
MORALE AND REDUCED MANPOWER DEMANDS, THEY WOULD BE 
IN FAR BETTER CONDITION TO PHASE OUT THE F-104'S. 

WE WOULD EXPLAIN THAT IORDAN'S ABILITY TO COMPETE 
WITH OTHER COUNTRIES FOR THESE AIRCRAFT WOULD BE 
STRENGTHENED UNDER THESE CONDITIONS BECAUSE OF USG 
COVNCERN OVER ADDITIONAL AND UNPROGRAMMED AIRCRAF. 

HOWEVER, BEFORE WE EVEN MAKE THAT PITCH, WE NEED A 
BETTER FEEL FOR THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE TRANSFER OF 
F5AB S TO JORDAN COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED. 

PICKERING 
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